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The Cuban government has 
announced that it will postpone a 
historic presidential election 
scheduled in two months’ time 
that was expected to result in a 
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generational political transition 
and Cuban leader Raúl Castro’s 
stepping down from office. 
Castro will remain in power at 
least until April 19, the date now 
set for election of a new legisla- 
ture and the president of the 
Councils of State and Ministers, 
positions that Castro currently 
holds. The official announce- 
ment, published in the Commu- 


nist Party newspaper Granma on 
Thursday, said the decision was 
made because of the impact of 
Hurricane Irma, which hit Cuba 
as a Category 5 storm in Septem- 
ber. 

Storm recovery also delayed 
municipal elections — the first 
step in a process that was to 
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Cuban leader Raul Castro will not leave office in February, as promised, 
SEE CASTRO, 4A fueling more uncertainty about a future transition on the island. 
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Jocelyn Altamirano, a single mother, was homeless and sleeping on the streets near Marlins Park before she went 
to the Miami Rescue Mission. She has found a job and is searching for low-income housing. 


This young mom, who has had to 
sleep on streets, needs a home 
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For Jocelyn Altamirano, home 
has always been a distant concept. 

It’s a concept she couldn’t grasp 
as a child who suffered from men- 
tal, physical and sexual abuse. It’s 
one that eluded her as she fought 
for food on the streets of Nic- 
aragua as a preteen. 

The concept of a comforting 
home led her to travel through 
three countries, while pregnant, in 
search of another chance in the 
United States. 

And even when she arrived in 
Miami, she still had to bounce 
from couch to couch and from 
shelter to shelter, and even onto 
the streets of Little Havana. 

For now, home is the Miami 
Rescue Mission. But it’s not the 
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place Altamirano, 24, wants to 
raise her 2-year-old son, David, or 
her other sons — Caleb, 6, and 
Elias, 5 — who are still in Nic- 
aragua. 

She longs for a house to raise 
them in and to have the ideal fam- 
ily situation she has never had. 

“Tve never had my own place, 
I’ve never had my own home. 
Everyone just finds a space for 
me,” Altamirano said. 

Altamirano was born in Mata- 
galpa, Nicaragua. She was handed 


over by her birth mother, Daysi, to 
a family friend. The friend raised 
Altamirano until she was a year 
old, when her mother took her to 
the United States. 

As a toddler, she said her moth- 
er physically abused her and made 
her perform all the household 
chores. Her clothing was often 
covered in blood and she routinely 
went to school covered in bruises. 

“She would beat me up every 
single day for no reason,” Altami- 
rano said. 

One particularly painful incident 
happened when Altamirano was 
about 6 or 7, when she went to 
school covered in scrapes and 
bruises. The wounds were signif- 
icant enough to catch the attention 
of her teachers and counselors. 

Her mother was arrested but 
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A Venezuelan millionaire 
declared persona non grata 
by the City of Miami for his 
alleged ties to the Maduro 
regime is trying to broker an 
exit strategy with the Trump 
administration for his belea- 
guered government, accord- 
ing to various Washington 
sources. 

Raul Gorrin, criticized for 
the controversial purchase in 
2013 of the then pro-opposi- 
tion news channel Globovi- 
sion, has paid Ballard Part- 
ners — the firm of President 
Donald Trump’s former Flor- 
ida lobbyist — $450,000 
since June through the U.S. 
subsidiary of the Venezuelan 
TV network, ostensibly to 
help the company expand 
into U.S. markets. 

But Gorrin’s real ambitions 
appear to extend far beyond 


President Mike Pence. 


Is this mogul 
trying to broker 
an exit strategy 
for Maduro? 


the TV network. According to 
three sources familiar with 
his lobbying efforts in Wash- 
ington — all of whom de- 
clined to be identified be- 
cause they were not autho- 
rized to speak on the matter 
— the media mogul is trying 
to establish himself as a brok- 
er between Caracas and the 
Trump administration, ped- 
dling the idea that President 
Nicolas Maduro and other 
key government leaders 
might be willing to negotiate 
a transition in Venezuela in 
exchange for amnesty. 

And in what might have 
helped disperse some of the 
stigma derived from his al- 
leged Venezuela regime ties, 
Gorrin showed that he also 
has ties to important opposi- 
tion figures, including Lilian 
Tintori, the wife of incarcer- 
ated leader Leopoldo Lopez, 
and Venezuelan Congress 
President Julio Borges. 

“{Gorrin] has been insisting 
that the solution to Venezue- 
la’s problem is a negotiated 
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Globovisión president Raúl Gorrin shakes hands with Vice 
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